
Great photo of a stonefly larva! 
 
Check it out at  
http://macroinvertebrates.org/#/ 
 
This website is a wonderfully interactive 
teaching tool for identifying stream insects!  
Kudos to Carnegie Museum of Natural His-
tory and partners!  Keep up the good work!  

FROM THE DIRECTOR   This piece is usually reserved for 
topics related to things the LMEC or myself have been work-
ing on since our last issue.  This time it is dedicated to giving 
thanks to the entire Culver community for its love of Lake 
Maxinkuckee and its watershed.  
 
As the executive director for LMEF/LMEC, one of my jobs is 
to be involved in other groups within this community and the 
state. This allows me to keep in touch with the pulse of the 
community as a whole. This year, even groups outside of the 
environmental ones I belong to, like the Kiwanis Club of  
Culver, the Culver Redevelopment Commission, and the 
South-West Lake Maxinkuckee Conservancy District, have 
been involved with or discussed some serious environmental  
issues.  
 
For example, the Kiwanis recently had Chris Kline, the new 
Sustainability Director for Culver Academies and one of their 
ethics teachers, speak about that schoolôs efforts towards 
recycling and reducing waste.  Others have met regarding 
cleaning up our shoreline or improving our wetlands.  Every-
one caring for Lake Maxinkuckee is wonderful to see.  Our 
thanks to each and every one of you for all you do! 
 

Kathy Clark, Executive Director 
LMEC/LMEF 

 
 

Join your neighbors and make a difference!  Make a pledge 
for good choices about lawn fertilizer, septic maintenance, 
pet poo & other piles, and gardens & native plants. CHOOSE 
CLEAN WATER!   
 
LMEC protects our lake from pollution to ensure that future 
generations will have clean water for healthy and happy  
families and our community.  We rely on the support of  
people like you to make a difference!   Donate now by going 
to www.lakemax.org !  
 
 

Rainy or snowy day activities are found online at  
http://water.epa.gov/learn/kids/index.cfm.  So turn off that 
TV, pour a couple of mugs of your favorite warm soup, and 

enjoy and educate all at the same time!!! 
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The waterborne American 
Coot is one good reminder that 
not everything that floats is a 
duck. A close look at a coot - that 
small head, those scrawny legs - 
reveals a different kind of bird  
entirely. Their dark bodies and 
white faces are common sights in  
Nearly any open water across the 
continent, and they often mix with ducks.  But theyôre 
closer relatives of the gangly Sandhill Crane than of Mal-
lards.  They donôt move very fast when on land, at least 
not off the road when cars are driving through, but they 
certainly put on a good show when an eagle flies by - 
seemingly waving their wings in the air to appear much 
larger than a tasty eagle snack.   
 
Below is a beautiful shot taken by Jean E. Overmyer on 
her way to work in Culver this fall.  It shows the coots  
hurrying away from the shoreline along the outfall towards 
a great sunrise.   
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                          Working toward the preservation of an ecologically sound  

Wetlands are much more than homes for  
mallards, muskrats, and mosquitoes.  Wetlands are 
natural filters which remove sediment, nutrients, and  
other materials that can harm a lake.  In a way, wetlands 
are the kidney of a lake, removing undesirable materials 
from the water. 
 
Unfortunately, people have not always given wetlands the 
treatment they deserve.  For many years, they were 
viewed as swamps, areas to be drained and óput to  
better use.ô  Most of the wetlands which once surrounded 
Indianaôs natural lakes have been destroyed or altered.  
Loss of the natural filters formerly provided by these  
wetlands has been shown to be a factor in declining  
water quality at several of Indianaôs natural lakes. 
 
Lake managers have been constructing wetlands as a 
lake-enhancement technique.  When properly designed, 
constructed wetlands can have the same filtering  
effects as natural wetlands.  The three major wetlands 
along the northern, eastern and southern edge of Lake 
Maxinkuckee were built by LMEC and their partners.   
 
Wilson Wetland:  This 2.2 acre wetland and sediment 
basin system was constructed in 1987.  Design and  
construction were paid for by the Culver Educational 
Foundation.  Containing three baffles and an island to 
lengthen the path the water must take to reduce the flow 
rate and increase retention time. While the water is  
flowing slowly through the wetland, plants and  
micro-organisms remove dissolved nutrients and  
mechanically filter out sediment.  Nutrients are also  

removed by bonding the soil in the bottom of the  
wetland. 
 
Curtiss Wetland:  This site is privately owned by the 
Murphy family and is not visible from a road.  Construction 
began on this wetland in September 1989 and was  
completed in 1990.  The design and construction of this 
wetland were provided by the Lake Maxinkuckee  
Environmental Fund and the ñT by 2000ò Lake  
Enhancement Program that is now known as LARE.  This 
wetland normally is not included in our tours, but we hope 
to be able to take two small groups through in 2015 to see 
how it functions and how it protects our lake. 
 
Kline Wetland:  This wetland is well known to local  
hunters and fishermen.  Located on the southeastern tip 
of Lake Maxinkuckee, this was originally a natural wetland 
that had a ditch running through it that was cut to run 
straight and true to drain the surrounding farm fields.  
Bought by the IDNR this wetland was reconstructed by 
LMEF and LARE by putting curves back into the ditch and 
adding a control structure, a buried concrete pipe that has 
boards running through it that can be removed or added 
to control the flow of water.   Each wetland that LMEC 
built is watched over and managed by a LMEC member 
today in cooperation with the Indiana Department of  
Natural Resources, our regulating partner.   

This splendid photograph shows an early winter storm front moving in.  It was taken by Tim Yuhas at Lake Maxinkuckee. 
 

Please send us your favorite photos and maybe you will see them here in the future! 

The next  
Great Backyard Bird Count is 
February 13-16, 2015 
     Go to gbbc.birdcount.org           
 to check it out. 
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YES! I would like to make a tax-deductible contribution supporting the Lake Maxinkuckee Environmental Council 
in its mission to protect our lake and its surrounding watershed. 
 
Please mail this form and your check to: Lake Maxinkuckee Environmental Fund, PO Box 187, Culver, IN 46511.  
THANK YOU! 
                                                                                                                                      LMEC Supporting Levels 
Name_____________________________________________________                 
            Fleet Admiral   ($5,000 and above) 
Address___________________________________________________ 
          Admiralôs Club   ($1,000ð$4,999) 
City/State/Zip______________________________________________ 
          Commodoreôs Club  ($500ð$999) 
Phone____________________________________________________ 
          Captainôs Club   ($100ð$99) 
Email____________________________________________________ 
          Ensignôs Club   (Up to $99) 
[  ]  Add me to the LMEC newsletter mailing list. 
[  ]  I am interested in taking a wetland tour in 2015. 
[  ]  I am interested in helping on specific projects in the future.  
 

*Donations through PayPal can be made on our website, www.lakemax.org* 
 

Thank you for supporting the Lake Maxinkuckee Environmental Council! 

2015 LMEC PROJECTS 
 
¶ Our first obligation is to update our watershed management plan. This has been an on-going project over the past two 
years and is expected to be completed by summer of 2015.  Please mark your calendars for Friday June 26, 2015  
because beginning at 5:30 p.m. we will be holding a community-wide stakeholder meeting at the Lionôs Club Depot in 
the town park.  Prior to this meeting you should be able to find several articles that will run in the Culver Citizen over the  
winter and early spring.   These articles will explain the goals we set out in 2005 to help protect Lake Maxinkuckee and 
what LMEC has done between now and then to accomplish those goals.    

 
The WMP update, with new goals laid out for the next ten years, is being drafted by Kathy Clark and Allen Chesser with 
technical assistance provided by Tom Estrem of Cardno/JfNew.  Our partners at Indiana Department of Environmental 
Management will also be providing assistance in the form of technical assistance and facilitator services will be  
provided by Indiana Department of Natural Resources.  Please come prepared to offer your thoughts on our new goals 
and also to provide us with issues you feel may be necessary to help the watershed, its wildlife and plant life, as well as 
the lake itself. 

 

¶ LMEC will once again be out and about the watershed and in the lake to test the water for trace elements like arsenic 
and pathogens as we have done for more than 33 years.  If youôd like to join us, please call the office at 574-842-3686 
and we will see what we can arrange. 

 
¶ We will be offering wetland tours in 2015.  Join LMEC members and take a tour of the Wilson, Curtiss or Kline - or all 
three.  We hope to take two days next year to explore the Lake Maxinkuckee wetland areas and look at the plant life 
within them, how the wetlands are working to clean the lake, and hopefully spot some of the animals and fish that can 
be found there.  The first tour is scheduled for Saturday May 9th (rain date of May 16th) and the second tour is set for 
June 6th (rain date of June 13th) so be sure to mark your calendars.  Sign up early and you can be eligible for a free  
ñI SURVIVED THE LMEC WETLAND TOURò tee shirt!   Tee shirts will be available for the first fifty who sign up by 
April 22nd, 2015.  There is a limit of 25 participants in each of the two tours being offered.   Simply email  
lmec@lakemax.org to register.  Provide your name and shirt size and tell us your tour date, thank you for joining us. 

 
¶ Those of you receiving this newsletter in the mail, will be also be receiving a set cards containing the best management 
practices for lakes called Guidelines for Lake Maxinkuckee this spring!   A photo example can be seen on the outside 
cover of this newsletter.  There will be forty cards in a pack, each with a fun picture, along with information on the back.  
Keep them handy to share with your grandkids this summer and teach them the good things you can do on our own to 
preserve our great water quality and keep Lake Maxinkuckee in pristine condition.    



Lake Maxinkuckee 
Environmental Council 

P.O. Box 187 Culver, IN 46511  
 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED  

www.lakemax.org 

Allen Chesser, Chair 
Dusty Henricks 
Eric March 
Dan Osborn 
Bill Rhodes 
Dan Baughman 
Gary Shaffer 
John Bernero 
Tammy Shaffer 
Dave Blalock 
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